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English

So this is more of a yearly festival that we have. It's an annual festival. It's called Diwali. It's the festival of
lights back home. So the entire nation... | mean, the North and Eastern and Western part of India
celebrate it with a lot of pomp and show. The entire house is washed, cleaned. And it's basically the
Hindu New Year that we celebrate in the country. So the entire family goes shopping during the season,
gets new clothes, and then we offer a lot of prayers during that period. So it's basically the day is divided
into a smaller version and a bigger version of Diwali. So that's when we... there are very small rituals
associated... Very intricate rituals associated with the festival.

So on day one, we get a form of important asset for the family. So it can be any kind of jewelry, a coin
that the family values. And then the next day is basically associated with lighting candles and diyas, as
we call it in Hindi, around the house and offering prayers to Goddess Lakshmi and Lord Ganesh. And it's
also a way of how we kind of bond together as a family. Everybody is involved in doing some household
work or the other, preparing sweets, dishes, eating together, meeting old and new relatives,
acquaintances, friends, family. And it's a very positive environment altogether.

And this day also marks... So I'm not sure if you're familiar with the epic of Ramayana, but it also marks
the day when Lord Jan came back to his home, to his palace after 14 years of being in exile. So he
comes back and rules the kingdom. So that's also celebrated in India on this special day. So we have
firecrackers, we light diyas. There's a very auspicious environment in households throughout that season.
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